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Process followed

1. The team compiled the list of glossary terms, based on the IPCC special report (IPCC, 2012), and IPCC
Assessment report 5, Working Groups |, Il and Il reports (IPCC, 2013; IPCC, 2014; and a special report (IPCC,
2018).

2. The terms identified were prioritised based on their importance for teaching, and hence categorised as
high, medium and low. This is a comprehensive glossary that is more than sufficient for learners who are
newly acquainted with the subject.

3. Certain terms from the IPCC glossaries were excluded mainly because of how much their definitions
overlapped with others in the glossary. For e.g., ‘climate extreme’ was not included in the final list because
the term ‘extreme weather’ was already in place. It is a more commonly used term and hence more
applicable to learners.

4. The IPCC list also covered generic terms such as ‘chronology’ and ‘coping’; the definitions for which had
already been included in other glossaries such as the one on disaster risk and resilience. To reduce
overlap, we excluded those as well.

5. The level of specificity and frequency of use of some terms also played a factor in their exclusion. While
the final list covers a vast majority of definitions provided by the IPCC, terms such as ‘adaptation options’,
‘adaptation management’ were dropped in favour of more commonly-used ones such as ‘adaptation limit’,
‘adaptation needs'.

6. We also checked the Synthesis Report (IPCC, 2014), which had a lot of definitions that were missing in the
sources mentioned in point 1, including fundamental climate science terms such as ‘ENSO’, ‘afforestation’,
‘albedo’, ‘ocean acidification’ and ‘radiative forcing'. Additionally, common policy terms such as ‘climate
finance’, ‘fuel poverty’, ‘REDD+ and ‘energy access' were also drawn from the 2014 Synthesis Report.

7. In addition to the IPCC, we also skimmed through other public platforms such as the BBC and the Climate
Reality Project, as well as other educational institutions’ compilations (UC Davis) to double-check if there
were some basic terms that the UN sources did not have. Terms such as the ‘UNFCCC’, the ‘IPCC' itself,
‘climate science’ and ‘weather’ were added as a result.
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